
Jeunes Verts Togo, Interview 
 
2015 will be Green! Green is the color of nature as well as the color of hope. This is just what 
we need as environment is one of the main topics discussed internationally this year. Horyou 
wants to contribute to this global debate. And what better way to do so than highlighting 
organizations that have brought environmental issues to the forefront in many different ways. 
 
To start our Green journey, let's have a first stop in Togo. Located in Lomé where 
organization Jeunes Verts Togo is based, C.E.O., Essoklnam Pedessi, agreed to answer our 
questions.  
 
- Can you briefly introduce your organization to us? 
 
Jeunes Verts Togo is an organization created in 2009, under the impulse of young Togoloses 
convinced by the emergency to lead eco-citizen actions for sustainable development. With a 
co-operative venture with local populations, the organization strives to preserve their land and 
their socio-cultural fabric while opposing all forms of land grabbing for commercial purposes.  
 
Their aims? Accelerate the transition to renewable energy; stop the rise of inequalities and 
discriminations, especially those towards women and girls. And finally, end poverty in all 
forms by participating in the emergence of an economic system that benefits all. 
  
To reach their goal, Jeunes Verts Togo conducts many actions to raise awareness to ecological 
and social challenges, especially among youth and women, while relying on alternative 
solutions such as permaculture, community-supported agriculture or organic farming that 
have demonstrated their effectiveness. 
 
- One of your aims is to bring awareness among young people, by developing innovative 
ways to communicate about climate and environment issues. How do you do that? And 
what are the challenges you are facing on that matter? 
 
We engage with schools, communicating with young people through a wide range of 
activities. For example, our green clubs organizes screenings dedicated to environmental 
documentaries, tree planting sessions to improve schools’ environment as well as educational 
games. 
 
Our main challenge is the financial and technical resources in order for us to optimize our 
activities. Despite that, there is a strong motivation among the youth and within our 
organization.  
 
- You launched a Green Cup to engage with schools and citizens about environment 
issues. Can you tell us a bit more about this project? 
 
Football tournament U15 Green Cup is an activity promoting well-being. It was launched by 
the Film Festival on Climate (Fesficlim) that will see its 6th edition in 2015. Football is the 
most popular sport as well as the most practiced game in Togo. Therefore, it is a powerful 
mean to gather as many people as possible around environmental themes. 
 
This competition brings together different teams from various schools and neighborhoods. To 
participate, each team have to pass a green test which consists in different tasks: raise 



awareness to eco-citizenship in their social surrounding, lead by example initiating eco-citizen 
actions and destroy at least two wild garbage dumps rather diffuse  in cities in Togo. 
 
- You also worked to develop a green tourism? How does it work? 
 
This green tourism project has not started yet. But it aims at creating a dedicated “giving & 
receiving” space for Youth from North and South to share and exchange about green 
economy, agroforestry and recycling. This space will initiate numerous activities to promote 
the green job in Togo. 
 
- What are the other projects your organizations is working on? 
 
Our list of projects is quite long but here are two examples: 
 

-‐ The Film Festival on Climate endeavours to raise awareness among local 
communities through documentaries screenings, games, tree plantation sessions and 
green evening to promote biological food. 

-‐ Programm Women Green Business provides a financial support for rural women to 
undertake income-generating green activities. In return, these women are asked to 
plant at least three trees in six months, to participate to workshops dedicated to 
women’s leadership as well as initiate sanitation activities, leading the way to a more 
eco-responsible attitude towards environment.  

 
- What are your expectations for 2015? 
 
2015 is a very important year as two international summits held by the United Nations could 
potentially change the course of History. In September, the 70th session of the UN General 
Assembly will set new targets to tackle poverty, inequality and environmental destruction. In 
December, the COP conference in Paris, will aim to define new targets for climate action, a 
crucial step towards a safer and well protected planet. 
 
That is why we must engage with as many people as we can and call for a political will from 
our leaders in order to move forward with really ambitious agreements on major challenges 
such as poverty, inequalities and climate change.  
 
Finally, we would like to invite everyone to join Action/2015 movement so that we can speak 
with one voice, know our priorities and say together "WE ARE 15". 


